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NaOlni Kanof 
Naomi Kano£, the second distinguished editor of the Journal, died in Washington D.C. on 
June 26th, 1988 at the age of76 years. She was a beloved, revered and respected clinical 
dermato logist. A doyenne. She cast a large shadow on our specialty and demanded only 
excel lence and fideli ty in return . She served as a caring, concerned role model for many 
young, developing dermatologists over the past forty years. 
Naomi was a product of the NYU school at the apex of its influence on American 
dermatology before World W ar II. H er punctilious nature and love of words served her 
well as she guided and exhorted the emerging subspecialty of dermatology in the transition 
from descriptive to investi gative reporting between the late 1940s in~o the mid 1960s, as 
investigative dermatology came of age. We must acknowledge her enormous contribution 
of time, effort and energy to dermatology and science during her 18 year tenure as Editor of 
the Journal of Investigative Dermatology. We all are deeply indebted to Naomi for the 
vigor, force, and insight of her leadership that propelled investigative dermatology and the 
journal to a high profile and high citation index in science and medicine. Through perse-
verance and insistence as editor, and over the years, she helped ensure the sanctity and 
continui ty of the worth and importance of our specialty. 
Although you received many important honors during your lifetime, N aomi, we can 
give YOll no greater accolade than to thank you from our hea.rts for the grace and glory you 
have bestowed upon us , and so we bid you adieu. 
William L. Epstein 
David A. Norris 
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